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SUBJECT: BURUNDI- AMERICAN RELATIONS AND U.S. AID 

1 . AT MY REQUEST, I HAD OVER ONE HOUR PIRST OFPICIAL CONVER- 
SATION FEB 16 WITH PRIMIN NZAMBIMANA. I WILL REPORT IN 
GREATER DETAIL VIA MEMCON. HOWEVER, MAIN THRUST OP MY REMARKS 
WAS THAT BURUNDI WAS POREVER ASKING U.S. POR BILATERLAL AID, 

BUT THAT WHEN WE OFPERED IT, WE WERE GREETED WITH SILENCE. I 
MENTIONED REJECTION OF PEACE CORPS OPPER IN 1975, LACK OP 
RESPONSE TO OPPER TO SET UP ENGLISH CLASSES IN MINISTRIES, 

CURRENT STALL ON PAMILY PLANNING EFPORTS, NON-REPLY TO PRESENT 
OPFER OP POST-GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS, HAPHAZARD ACCEPTANCE OP 
PULB RIGHT PROPESSORS, AND PINALLY, INACTION ON OUR PROPOSED 
INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IN MUYINGA PROVINCE. 

I WONDERED WHETHER OLD SUSPICIONS ABOUT USG MOTIVES AND 
INTENTIONS IN BURUNDI WERE REAPPEARING. I ASKED PRIMIN 
WHETHER HE THOUGHT U.S. HAD ANY INTEREST IN MIXING INTO 
BURUNDI’S POLITICS, BECAUSE I COULD ASSURE HIM THAT WITH OUR 
NEGLIGIBLE INTERESTS HERE, ANY BURUNDIAN WHO CONJURED UP 
VISIONS OP U.S. PLOTS WAS ONLY DELUDING HIMSELP ABOUT LEVEL 
OP AMERICAN ATTENTION TO BURUNDI. WHEN WE PROPOSED AID, 
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IT WAS SOLELY OUT OP CONCERN FOR ONE OF WORLD'S POOREST 
COUNTRIES, AND BURUNDI WOULD ONLY BE HURTING ITSELF IT IF 
STOOD ALOOF, ESPECIALLY NOW WHEN NEW U.S. ADMINISTRATION 
WAS INCLINED TO INCREASE ITS HELP POR SMALL AFRICAN NATIONS. 

2. NZAMBIMANA REPLIED THAT FOR LONG PERIODS, RELATIONS 
BETWEEN BURUNDI AND U.S. HAD BEEN BAD, BUT HE THOUGHT THEY 
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WERE CURRENTLY ON THE UPSWING. HE ATTRIBUTED NON-REPLY ON 
MUYINGA PROJECT TO GROWING PAINS OF NEW TEAM OF MINISTERS 
AND TOP OFFICIALS, WHO WERE A BIT SLOW IN GETTING THEMSELVES 
ORGANIZED AND WHO HAD A MOUNTAIN OF PAPER FROM OLD REGIME 
TO REVIEW. HE SAID THAT MUYINGA PROJECT SEEMED TO FALL 
SQUARELY WITHIN NEW REGIME'S PRIORITIES, AND HE WAS SURE THAT 
AA FEW AID PERSONNEL IN MUYINGA WOULD HARDLY POSE ANY 
THREAT TO BURUNDI'S SECURITY. HE ALSO ASKED MANY QUESTIONS 
ABOUT PEACE CORPS ACTIVITIES AND SAID HE THOUGHT THERE MIGHT 
BE A FUTURE ROLE FOR VOLUNTEERS IN BURUNDI ONCE BILATERAL AID 
GOT GOING. 

3. ALTHOUGH PRIMIN MADE NO COMMITMENT ON MUYINGA, HIS COM- 
MENTS WERE ALL RELATIVELY POSITIVE. FROM WHAT OTHER EMBASSIES 
TELL ME, IT IS TRUE THAT "NEW TEAM " IS PROVING INORDINATELY 
SLOW IN REACHING MANY DECISIONS INVOLVING BOTH DOMESTIC 
AFFAIRS AND DEALINGS WITH AID DONORS. A BIT MORE PATIENCE 
IS NEEDED. 

MARK 
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